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YOU ARE INVITED TO THE

GREAT SOUTHWEST INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT ASSOCIATION’S

b e t t e r

t o m o r r o w

Luncheon Speaker
Brian Birdwell

Annual Holiday Luncheon
Thursday, December 12, 2013
11:30 A.M. • Lone Star Park at Grand Prairie

HONORING MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM
& Dedicated to the Memory of our Hometown Hero
Former Grand Prairie Councilman Bill Thorn

Tickets

Featuring

Perfect opportunity to treat your staff
to a holiday party to remember.
Reserved Table of 8, $250
Single Reservations, $25

TEXAS STATE SENATOR BRIAN BIRDWELL
Surviving 911 Pentagon Attack
“Refined by Fire: A Family’s Triumph of Love and Faith”
Texas State Senator Brian Birdwell, decorated retired
military veteran, presents an inspirational message about
the ultimate miracle of grace in surviving the vicious attack
on U.S. soil on Sept. 11, 2001.

Raffle Tickets, $20
Purchase online at gswida.org

RAFFLE TICKETS
Raffle proceeds will support The Trident K9 Warrior Dog
Foundation. Raffle items include $5,000 certificate of
deposit, Texas Rangers suite, Lone Star Park suite (for 24),
big screen TV, tablet computers, smart phone and more.
POSTING OF THE COLORS BY
SOUTH GRAND PRAIRIE JUNIOR ROTC

Support K-9 Warriors
GSWIDA.ORG
December’s Annual Holiday Luncheon will serve as
a fundraising event for the Warrior Dog Foundation so
bring cash and purchase lots of raffle tickets!
Dogs in combat have been used for centuries because
of their keen senses. They are faster, more agile, stealthier
Continued on page 2
www.GSWIDA.org

P.O. Box 535127

Sponsors
City of Arlington
City of Grand Prairie
Crow Holdings Industrial
E Smith Realty Partners
MANT of North Texas
Sutton Frost Cary LLP
TMAC
Worthington National Bank

When a hijacked jetliner slammed
into the Pentagon on 9-11, Lt. Col. Brian
Birdwell was standing directly in its path.
Instantly, the Bronze Star Gulf War veteran sustained life-threatening burns to
more than 60 percent of his body.
His book, Refined by Fire: A Family’s
Triumph of Love and Faith, is the story of a
courageous solder, of a wife who refused
to let go of her husband, no matter the
odds, and of a young son who waited for
his father to come home.
Birdwell is a native of Fort Worth and
a resident of Granbury. He graduated
from Lamar University, Command and
General Staff College and the University of Missouri-Kansas City, where he
earned a Master’s in Public Adminstration.
He served in Operation Desert
Shield/Storm, and in Central America
as the Joint Operations Officer for Joint
Task Force Aguila. In 2001, he was serving on the Department of Army staff as
the military aide to the Deputy Chief of
Staff for Installation Management.
Birdwell has been a Texas Senator
since 2010 and serves on the Higher
Education and Veteran Affairs committees and is a member of the Economic
Development and Government Organization committees.

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053

(972) 237-8020

Hometown Hero
Saying goodbye to those for whom we care is never easy.
This past August was no exception as we said goodbye to a
wonderful person who believed that being of service to people
and helping the community around him was not only his duty,
but a privilege. William Forrest “Bill” Thorn died on August
24, and the citizens of Grand Prairie and the GSWIDA lost a
true friend.
Before he was elected to the Grand Prairie City Council
in 2005, Councilman Thorn had a long career working with
helicopters. He maintained, flew, tested, sold and even herded
cattle with helicopters before he focused on civic service. During his early years, Mr. Thorn became an Air Force helicopter
Bill Thorn
mechanic, and later trained to be a pilot.
He then transferred to the Army, where he completed 14
years in the military.
Mr. Thorn moved to North Texas to be a civilian contractor
at Fort Wolters in Mineral Wells, where he was a test pilot. His
story became very interesting when, after Mineral Wells, he was
one of the first Helicopter Cowboys, herding cattle in South
Texas! In 1968, he became a salesman for Bell Helicopter,
where he helped introduce the JetRanger for police and medical service, and, in 1976, joined Aerospatiale in Grand Prairie,
now American Eurocopter, where he was Director of Sales.
All of us remember Councilman Thorn and his endless
hours of dedication to the GSWIDA and being an outspoken
Bill Thorn, U.S. Air Force
advocate for the businesses in the GSW Industrial Park. As one
member remembered, Councilman Thorn mentioned on several
occasions that people should send flowers to a loved one, rather than to his funeral. He
was also a heartfelt supporter of Prairie Paws and animal adoptions!
The GSWIDA Holiday Luncheon is dedicated to the memory of
Grand Prairie City Councilman Bill Thorn

Preventing Criminal Activity in GSW
Are you familiar with Crime Prevention through Environmental Design? CPTED is a multi-disciplinary approach
to deterring criminal behavior by maximizing your facility’s exterior environmental design. A crime prevention philosophy
based on the theory that proper design and effective use of
the built environment can lead to a reduction in the fear and
incidence of crime, as well as an improvement in the quality
of life. The CPTED strategy is to create an environment that
would prevent a criminal act by changing the area we work or
reside in.
CPTED Principles
•

Natural Surveillance. Placing physical features, activities and people (pedestrian traffic, windows, open shades, sight limiting fences and landscape) in such
a way to maximize visibility, increasing perception that people can be 		
seen, increases the threat of apprehension. Natural surveillance occurs by de
signing the placement of these items in such a way as to maximize visibility and
Continued on page 3

Help us “Light the
GSW Industrial
Park”

The vast majority of building owners
and tenants has poorly lit facilities which
can welcome vandals. By keeping our facilities dark, thieves can take their time vandalizing a warehouse as patrol officers cannot
see them and there are no shadows to cause
the thieves concern.
Therefore, the time has come to Re-light
our Park! Cost is the largest hurdle to adding new lights and repairing old ones. To
make this affordable, the GSWIDA Board
is creating a Light the Park initiative to add
lights at a reduced cost. Whether you are a
building owner or tenant, if you would like
new exterior lights or existing lights fixed,
email LightUpGSW@gswida.org. Simply
state your name, company, address, and
what you would like completed at your facility. Please note by emailing you are not
committing to the program, but merely
stating you would like to learn more.
Once we have assembled enough participants, we will bid this large project out to
various lighting companies, thus driving the
cost down. Additionally, we will get bids
for all types of lighting including energy efficient LED’s so you can see all opportunities and associated costs. The more participants we get to take advantage of this
program, the lower the cost will be for all.
Want the City to get involved too? So
does the GSWIDA! During this program
we will take an audit of all city lights in the
Industrial Park and will work with the Cities by reporting locations and help get their
lights repaired too.
Together we can all re-light the GSW
Industrial Park and protect our businesses!

Great Southwest Industrial District Association

www.GSWIDA.org

Warrior Dog Foundation

Continued from page 1

and are able to keep a lower profile than their human counterpart.
They not only enhance the capability of the operational team, but
also have saved thousands of lives
on the battlefield and millions of
dollars in equipment damage from
IED’s and other explosives. Of
all explosive detection technology
in existence, the canine is still the
single most effective means of detecting explosives.
Trainer and former Navy
SEAL Mike Ritland and the Warrior Dog Foundation (WDF) help to transition Special Operation Forces (SOF) working K-9 military dogs from an operational environment into retirement in their state-of-the-art kennel facility. WDF cares for each SOF K-9 with dignity
and grace, including both mental and physical rehabilitation for the rest of their lives.
When the military releases military dogs to the WDF, each one is evaluated to determine
its sociability, temperament and medical needs. If WDF determines that the dog is a good
candidate for re-adoption, WDF posts the dog on their website. Dogs are carefully placed
with families based on the dog’s needs.
The WDF has the ability to process as many as 25 dogs per year. Currently three dogs
are permanently housed there because their combat injuries make them unsuitable for adoption. Two of these dogs were Navy SEAL dogs, but since their duties were top secret, their
names cannot be revealed.
Dog 1 was wounded in combat when he was shot point blank in the chest. The bullet
entered and exited through his shoulder. He was medevaced out, received surgery and made
a full recovery.
Dog 2 was injured several times in combat, made full recoveries each time and was redeployed. During his last deployment he was involved in a building explosion. During the
process of clearing the building, an IED bomb when off and the dog’s handler was pinned
under rubble. Dog 2 had his pelvis and hip crushed. As a rescue team tried to unpin his
handler, Dog 2 fought hard to protect him and would not allow anyone to touch his handler.
They were both eventually evacuated and treated for injuries. Dog 2
made a solid recovery.
For more information on the
WDF and dogs in combat, visit
warriordogfoundation.org.

High Speed Internet Update
Time Warner Cable Business Class has begun Fiber/Coax construction in the Grand
Prairie portion of the GSW Industrial Park.
Phase one will complete late December 2013/Early January 2014
Phase two will complete late March 2014/Early April 2014
Phase three will complete late July 2014/Early August 2014
Phase four will complete late November 2014/Early December 2014
Keith Tyler, Sr. Account Representative
972-537-5424 Direct, 214-406-5373 Cell

P.O. Box 535127

Preventing Criminal
Activity Continued from page 2
foster positive social interaction among
legitimate users of private and public
spaces. Potential offenders feel 		
increased scrutiny and limitations on
their escape routes.
• Natural Access Control. The goal
of this principle is not necessarily to
keep intruders out, but to direct the 		
flow of people while decreasing the
opportunity for crime. This can be 		
done by using a single point of
entry and structures (thorny bushes, 		
walkways, signage, lights, and 			
fences) to divert to or away from 		
a specific location.
• Territorial Reinforcement. Territo-		
rial reinforcement promotes social
control through increased definition 		
of space and improved proprietary
concern. Clearly defining a private
space does two things. First, it cre		
ates a sense of ownership. Owners 		
have a vested interest and are 			
more likely to challenge intruders
or report them to the police. Second,
the sense of owned space creates
an environment where “strangers” or
“intruders” stand out and are
more easily identified. Private property,
no trespass, and crime watch signs can
be used to define a private space.
• Maintenance. Maintenance is an
expression of ownership of property
and gives the criminals a sense that you
are protective of your environment.
Deterioration indicates less control
by the intended users of a site and 		
indicates a greater tolerance of
disorder. It is important to keep your
property clean, landscape maintained, 		
fresh coat of paint, no graffiti, broken		
windows or lights.
Schedule an on-site evaluation of
your property by contacting contact Frank
Pechacek at frank@visionaire-inc.com or
call 972-647-1056, and let’s discuss the
GSW Business Crime Watch Program. All
businesses in the Industrial Park are welcome and encouraged to participate.

Grand Prairie, Texas 75053

(972) 237-8020

Local Businesses Working Together to Encourage Growth
P.O. Box 535127
Grand Prairie, Texas 75053

Thank You to Our GSW Industrial Association Sponsors

For the 2014 program year, GSWIDA is fortunate to have the generous support of
several sponsors. These organizations have demonstrated their commitment to providing
value for the GSW Industrial Park, our building owners, business owners, and members,
and we encourage you to show them your appreciation.

City Representatives
on GSWIDA Board
HONORABLE JORJA CLEMSON

Grand Prairie City Council

ASSISTANT CHIEF MICHAEL SHAW

Grand Prairie Police Department

TERRY JONES
Grand Prairie Economic Development

HONORABLE CHARLIE PARKER

Arlington City Council

LT. LELAND STRICKLAND

Arlington Police Department
BRUCE PAYNE

Arlington Economic Development
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