
Allow me to introduce myself; my 
name is Jim Hazard, an Industrial Real 
Estate Broker with Henry S. Miller 

B r oke r ag e 
who special- 
izes here in 
the Great 
Sou thwes t 
I n d u s t r i a l 
Park. I have 
the privilege 
of  writing 
this article 
as the 2009 
G S W I D A 
Pre s i den t . 
First I would 

like to thank all of  our wonderful 
members.  This association is comprised 
of  an excellent network of  companies, 
city leaders, property owners and many 
others whose business is tied to the 
success and growth of  this industrial 
park. Your continued support is what 
makes this association not only a 
success, but will help ensure the vitality 
and growth of  the Great Southwest 
Industrial Park.  

Many of  us love to start our days 
with a cup of  hot coffee and the 
morning paper. Sadly, due to the state 
of  the economy, the morning headlines 
continue to be as uplifting as the 
obituaries. Quite frankly I’m tired of  
the constant negativity, and decided to 
focus on the good things happening 
today, such as: 
1. Texas is home to more Fortune 
500 companies than any other state.  
Reasons for this include the low cost 
of  living, tort reform, lack of  income 
tax, central location, well-educated work 
force, to name a few. With budgets 
being scrutinized much more and 
consolidations of  companies on the 
horizon, you can expect many more 
companies will relocate to Texas. More 
jobs are on the horizon.
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 When 
speaking with 

the companies 
of  this industrial 

park, I often find myself  
surprised at how many aren’t aware, or 
taking advantage of, the triple Freeport tax 
exemption. Because Texas does not have a 
state income tax, the state taxes Business 
Personal Property and Inventory. However, 
are you aware you may not need to pay taxes 
on your inventory?  

The triple Freeport tax exemption is a 
cost-savings incentive that exempts taxes 
on goods that have been acquired in or 
imported into Texas to be forwarded out of  
the state. This exemption allows companies 
to stay competitive with out-of-state firms 
that have no state taxes on their inventory. 
The word “triple” refers to a tax exemption 
on goods from three entities: the county, 
the city and the independent school district 
your goods are in. However, each city and 
ISD must pass the exemption on their own 
accord.

In 1999 and 2003 Grand Prairie and 
Arlington, respectively, passed the triple 
Freeport tax exemption to stay competitive 
in the Metroplex and to improve the vitality 
of  the Great Southwest Industrial Park.    

Unfortunately, your entire inventory 

may not be eligible for the triple Freeport 
tax exemption. The exemption only 
covers inventory that is detained in the 
state for purposes of  assembling, storing, 
manufacturing, processing or fabricating by 
the person who acquired or imported the 
property. Furthermore, to qualify for the 
exemption, the goods must be transported 
out of  state no later than 175 days after the 
date that the owner acquired or imported 
the property. Your company must file an 
application with the Chief  Appraiser by 
April 30 of  each year the exemption is 
sought. Allow me to point out again: You 
must apply every single year to maintain the 
exemption.

If  you’re ready to take advantage of  this 
exemption and save your company money, 
go to www.tad.org, click on “Application 
and Forms” link, and then click “Freeport 
Exemption Application Package.”

Finally, it’s important to know that it 
doesn’t matter if  only 10%, 50% or 100% 
of  your goods go out of  state, as the 
exemption is valid for any exported goods 
no matter the percentage they comprise of  
your business.

GSWIDA Working to Represent You
Are you paying taxes you shouldn’t be paying?

Jim Hazard, of  Henry S. Miller, is President 
of  the Great Southwest Industrial District 
Association.

Jim Hazard

Tuesday, March 24, 2009
11 a.m. Networking 

11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Power Luncheon
Hyatt Place Hotel, 1542 North State Highway 360

Seating is limited to 72, so please register on-line: www.gswida.org
Individual Reservation - $12   Table of  8 - $75

Think & Live Green:
Quarterly Power Luncheon March 24

(Power Luncheon, continued page 2)

Creating a Greener Company Culture
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(Power Luncheon, continued from page 1)
Keynote Speaker: Heather Woodward and 
North Texas Corporate Recycling Association 
Environmental Resources for North Texas
Green Initiatives Create Jobs, Saves $$$

The current financial crisis has arrived in 
full force, and many businesses are recog-
nizing green building and green initiatives 

as a unique opportunity to 
thrive during hard times. 
In times like these, busi-
nesses rarely deviate 
from the norm, but 
sometimes deviation is 

exactly what is needed.
The increased efficiencies and lower 

operating costs yielded by green initiatives 
help to save money in the long run as well 
as provide a product capable of  attracting 
and retaining business productivity.

Bring your staff  on March 24 to learn 
how to integrate sustainability in your 
day-to-day operations while recognizing 
the value of  GREEN. The GSW Associa-
tion agrees that GREEN is being hailed 
as the bright spot in an otherwise gloomy 
economy. By following a common theme, 
businesses are actively pursuing sustainable 
initiatives. The more efficiently a building 
is run, the higher a return on investment is 
likely to be captured while lowering the en-
vironmental impact. This positive message 
provides a strong testimony that we are in 
the right place at the right time.

Less than five minutes from DFW 
International Airport, Great Southwest 
(GSW) Industrial Park has superior 
highway access in and out 
of  the Metroplex via I-20, 
I-30, SH-360 and Loop 12. 
Highway and road projects 
such as SH-161 in Grand 
Prairie and I-30 in Arlington 
continue to move ahead thus 
contributing to development 
potential. GSW consists of  
more than 77 million SF 
of  industrial warehouse/
distribution in more than 900 
buildings. Year after year, the 
park continues to see growth 
due to its central location and 
the ability for the occupants to serve both 
Dallas and Fort Worth from one location.

GSW Market Momentum
At year end, GSW was 88.1% occupied, 

slightly down from 2007 year-end 
occupancy of  89.4%. The total GSW net 
absorption for 2008 was 1,173,222 SF, and 
ranked fourth among the nine DFW area 
industrial submarkets. On 
the development front, GSW 
remains one of  the most 
active markets. Developers 
delivered 3,499,718 SF of  
industrial product as of  year-
end 2008. This is a dramatic 
increase when compared to the 245,969 SF 
delivered in GSW in 2007. Additionally, as 
of  the fourth quarter 2008, the submarket 
had 1,940,262 SF under construction. This 
development activity ranks GSW as the 
second most active submarket in terms of  
product currently under construction.

At a closer glance, the GSW flex sector, 
bulk warehouse projects and shallow-bay 
projects all experienced positive absorption. 
Specifically, at the end of  the fourth quarter 
2008, the flex sector absorption was 48,639 
SF. The bulk warehouse sector reported 
positive absorption of  1,033,300 SF, and 
shallow bay distribution market experienced 
positive absorption of  91,283 SF.

GSW Industrial Association
Deed restrictions, designated sign 

criteria, architectural review committees, 
business crime watch committees and 
ongoing involvement by the GSW 
Industrial District Association has helped 

to assure major corporations that the GSW 
Industrial Park is continuing to set the 
standard for industrial development. From 

the first deals in the late 1950s 
to the current developments, 
the GSW industrial area has 
been an unqualified success 
thanks to the watchful eye of  
the association. 

By uniting property owners 
and businesses under one 
banner with a common goal, 
the association continues to 
impact change, both politically 
and economically. The 
cities of  Grand Prairie and 
Arlington work closely with 
the association to provide the 

necessary momentum to ensure that GSW 
will continue to be one of  the premier 
industrial developments in the nation.

Grand Prairie Projects
Grand Prairie landed a sweet deal when 

Farley’s & Sather Candy Co. consolidated its 
North Texas operations to a 1.06 million SF 
distribution center owned by Duke. Industry 

insiders cited the deal as the 
largest industrial lease in 
Texas in almost 10 years and 
the largest nationally in three 
years.

Other newsmakers: 
Brighton-Best and Wireless 

One leased at Duke’s new Crosspoint 
buildings; Baumann Springs consolidated 
its U.S. manufacturing by relocating its 
Charlotte, N.C., plant, and expanding to 
92,000 SF; Steelcase expanded its operations 
at Grand Prairie’s Vecta high-end furniture 
plant by adding capital investment of  
$4.5M in personal and real property. Real 
estate developer Crow Holdings completed 
a 305,000 SF distribution center along the 
Trinity Boulevard extension, along with 
Grand Lakes Distribution Center, a 636,000 
SF facility under construction near I-30. 

Our Partnership
In providing the perfect combination 

of  excellent location, abundant workforce, 
and pro-business community partnerships, 
GSW Industrial Park is your best choice.

Companies keeping roots in Great Southwest Industrial District

Terry Jones

Industry insiders cite the Farley’s 
& Sather Candy Company 
1.06 million-square-foot deal as 
the largest industrial lease in the 
nation in the past three years.

Federal tax credits from energy efficient 
improvements have returned in 2009. The 
tax credits cover a host of  commercial 
building and residential modifications made 
in 2009, with credit amounts based on the 
nature of  the energy efficient change. A 
number of  Web sites offer information, but 
here’s a sample:

•  Department of  Energy
www.energy.gov/taxbreaks.htm

•  Energy Star
(locate Tax Credits Under Energy Bill)
www.energystar.gov

•  Alliance to Save Energy
www.ase.org/section/news

•  Air Conditioning, Heating and
Refrigeration Institute
www.ahrinet.org/content/federal
energyefficiencytaxcredits_853.aspx 

Tax Credits for Energy Savers

Terry Jones, City of  Grand Prairie Economic 
Development Office, is the Great Southwest 
Industrial District Association Treasurer.



Crime Watch Update

According to the EPA, 85% 
of  domestic e-waste (electronic 
waste) is not being recycled. In 
fact, the majority of  this toxic 
trash is either clogging our land-
fills or is being shipped overseas 
to pollute groundwater and 
sicken individuals. The only 
solution is environmentally re-
sponsible domestic recycling.

Recognizing the increasing 
need to properly dispose of  ob-
solete electronics, Cathi Coan, 
president and CEO of  Techway 
Services, unearthed the solution 
with a method that is safe for 
both workers and the ozone.  
She, along with partner Rick 
Lewis, founded Techway in 
2004, and the company’s motto 
says it all:  E-waste in, commod-
ities out, with a zero-landfill 
initiative.

The pair recently sold a lo-
gistics company and wanted to 
re-invest the money. An associ-
ate, successful with remarketing 
computers, told them about a 

large insurance company that 
was upgrading its computers.  
He convinced the couple to in-
vest in the used equipment and 
their venture into the used com-
puter industry began.

Though first focusing on re-
marketing equipment, they dis-
covered the need for recycling 
as well. Four years ago, the bulk 
of  the electronics recycling in-
dustry was fragmented, consist-
ing of  mostly small, local mom-
and-pop shops. Coan and Lewis 
anticipated that as demand grew, 
the industry would consolidate 
and become more sophisti-
cated. As electronics recycling 
awareness increased, companies 
were not only interested in re-
marketing, but they were also  
concerned with e-waste disposal.

Techway completed its new 
facility in Grand Prairie to in-
clude a major development in 
the industry – a $3.5 million 50-
ton proprietary machinery that 
can separate plastics from met-

als and circuit boards.  Techway’s 
facility uses zero chemicals and 
releases nothing into the atmo-
sphere, employing a completely 
mechanical system that poses 
no danger to human beings or 
the environment.

The company offers a one-
stop solution for corporations, 
government entities and educa-
tional institutions with a secure 
chain of  custody, reverse logis-
tics, data destruction, remarket-
ing and closed-loop recycling. 
The range of  abilities explains 
Techway’s large number of  For-
tune 500 customers.

Because of  Techway’s capa-

bilities and national foot print, it 
can meet the needs of  all original 
equipment manufacturers. The 
state-of-the-art facility can pro-
cess nearly 150,000 pounds of  
e-waste per day, and customers 
can also receive revenue sharing 
on remarketed equipment and 
a certificate of  destruction for 
recycled goods.
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E-waste in, commodities out

Jessica Romo, PDQ Temporaries, is the Great Southwest 
Industrial District Vice Chair.

2. To further the above point, in 
the 12 months ending in December 
2008, Texas gained more than 
153,700 jobs.
3. Texas has the largest population 
growth of  any state, and Dallas 
Fort/Worth is the fastest growing 
Metro Area in the nation.
4. “Texas has weathered the 
national real estate crunch without 
significant damage to property 
values. We expect Texas’ property 
values to be more resilient than 
most, but it’s unlikely we will remain 
immune from the national real 
estate crunch.” – Texas Comptroller
5.  As of  December 2008, the Texas 
foreclosure rate was only one in 
every 971 mortgages. Comparable 
rates in other states include 
Nevada’s one in 71, California’s 
one in 147 and Arizona’s one in 
163. – Texas Comptroller

6. Jessica Simpson was not chosen 
to be the first act at the new 
Cowboy’s Stadium.

I have no idea what the economy 
will do, if  we’ve hit bottom, or what 
tomorrow will bring. However, I 
do know in times like this a strong 
network of  friends and companies 
can bring more value than ever 
before. At www.gswida.org you 
will find a list of  every member of  
the association. You will find your 
neighbors, your suppliers, your city 
leaders and quite potentially your 
new profitable business contacts. 
Let’s find ways to work together 
more, save some money, and pull 
through this together. Is there a 
way the association can help? Just 
give me a call and let me know. 

Cathi Coan, Techway, leads the way for environmentally responsible recycling.

Techway Services, Inc.
2301 N. Great Southwest Pkwy.
Grand Prairie, TX 75050
1-888-TECHWAY (832-4929)
www.techwayservices.com
www.geeptexas.com

As many of  you know, crime is going up across the Me-
troplex. In Grand Prairie we have business leaders who are 
ready to stop this from affecting our business. In October 
we initiated a Crime Watch Program, but cannot launch this 
program until we have 51% active participation.

Eight teams have volunteered to implement the program 
for their area. The first and most critical step is collecting the 
data. We do not have the participation needed in order for 
this program to succeed. We are asking all our team captains 
to re-commit their time to help collect the data needed.

Tim Spencer of  Custom Building Products and I “walked 
the streets” to get signatures of  Tim’s neighboring busi-
nesses, and discovered that every company we talked to was 
interested in signing up. This was also a great opportunity 
for Tim to meet his neighbors. 

Don’t wait for another crime to happen. Teams, please 
do your part. Remember the very basis of  crime prevention 
is that it requires everyone to do their part. So please “do 
your part” to help make Grand Prairie a safer place to work.

For information, please call me at 469-879-5377, or any 
of  our GSWIDA committee members.

Jim Hazard, of  Henry S. Miller, 
is President of  the Great Southwest 
Industrial District Association.

Finding green solutions for our evnironmental problems



We read stories every week about water 
conservation in Texas, and one local pro-
gram is drawing excitement. In the great 
spirit of  cooperation, the cities of  Arling-
ton and Euless, along with DFW Interna-
tional Airport, are considering joining 
forces in a multimillion dollar con-
servation project to irrigate parks, 
golf  courses and highway medi-
ans using highly treated water 
from a Fort Worth wastewater 
treatment plant. 

Arlington City Council will 
soon be considering joining the regional 
partnership that would use reclaimed wa-
ter from the Village Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant for use at the Ditto Golf  
Course, J.W. Dunlop Sports Center and the 

city landfill.  
The program developed by Fort Worth 

to sell the plant’s effluent – which is suitable 
for industrial uses but not drinking – to cut 
back on using costly drinking water piped in 

from East Texas reservoirs. Fort Worth 
has been using the Village Creek 

recycled water to irrigate a 
nearby golf  course for years.

Officials are increasingly 
taking a regional approach to 
providing water and fighting 

drought.
In addition to conserving water, the new 

pipeline will result in a money saving ven-
ture because you are keeping water that is 
already in the area and using it again after it 
is processed.  

P.O. Box 535127
Grand Prairie, Texas 75053
(817) 709-9141

Our mission: to promote, main-
tain and continue development of  
the park based on the common 
interests of  the property owners and 
businesses of  the Great Southwest 
Industrial Park.
Business Membership: $250 annually.
To join, visit us at www.gswida.org,
click on Membership, pay online or 
download an application to mail.
To contact the Corporate Offices, 
call 817-709-9141.

Join the Association

Arlington considers joining regional efforts in huge initiative 

GSW Industrial Park Commercial Real Estate DealsGSW Online!
Visit the Web site
for additional news
and information:
www.gswida.org

1,060,000 SF ▪ Farley’s & Sathers Candy ▪ Gifford Street (Grand Prairie)
117,025 SF ▪ Techway Services ▪ 2501 N. Great Southwest Parkway (Grand Prairie)
101,563 SF ▪ Century Warehouse ▪ 1130 Avenue S (Grand Prairie)
70,000 SF ▪ MWI Veterinary Supply ▪ 2590 114th Street (Grand Prairie)
55,000 SF ▪ Wireless One ▪ 3325 Roy Orr (Grand Prairie)
50,121 SF ▪ Shaw Industries ▪ 516 N. Great Southwest Parkway (Arlington)
50,000 SF ▪ 4Over ▪ 3200 Avenue E East (Arlington)
50,750 SF ▪ American Hometex ▪ 1121 108th Street (Arlington)


